
The role of the Agricultural Property Agency 
(ANR) in ownership transformation of state-

owned agricultural property in Poland 

Magdalena Zawadzka 

   Warszawa, 22 July 2013 



 Agencja Nieruchomości Rolnych (ANR)  
 Agricultural Property Agency was established on 1 January,1992 

by Polish parliament and carries out its activities on the basis of 
two legal acts:  
 

• the Act of 1991 - The Management of Agricultural Property of 
the State Treasury 
 

• the Act of 2003 - The Formation of the Agricultural System 

The basis for land ownership transformation in 
Poland - legal principles for ANR activities 

www.anr.gov.pl 
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The Agricultural Property Agency’s (ANR) predominant task is to 
manage state-owned agricultural land – in particular through: 

• restructuring and privatization of agricultural property through: 
– land selling 
– land leasing 

• creation and development of family farms’ structures 
• counteracting excessive concentration of agricultural property 
• ensuring management of agricultural holdings by farmers with 

appropriate qualifications 

The basis for land ownership transformation in 
Poland - ANR’s tasks and objectives 
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• Total area of the country – 31.2 million ha 
 

• Area of agricultural land – 18.7 million ha (60%) 
 

• Private sector – individual farms – 13.4 million ha (72%) 
 

• Public sector – land to be taken by the ANR – 4.7 million ha 
(28%)  
 

• Agricultural production cooperatives – 0.6 million ha 
 

The forms of ownership of agricultural property 
in Poland in 1992 

www.anr.gov.pl 
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Presentation Notes
On the establishment day of the Agricultural Property Agency (ANR), i.e. January 1, 1992, there were 18.7 million hectares (ha) of agricultural land in Poland which consisted of:individual farms – 13.4 million ha,land to be taken by the ANR – 4.7 million ha,land possessed by agricultural cooperatives - 0.6 million ha.The above show that in 1992 the majority of land belonged to individual farmers who owned 72% of the entire agricultural area, whereas public and cooperative sectors occupied 28% of it.



• The ANR took and transferred to the APS 4.7 million ha of 
public agricultural land originated mainly from: 

• former state farms – 3.7 million ha 
  number of state farms                        1666 
  average area of a state farm   2260 ha 

 

• State Land Fund (SLF) – 0.6 million ha 
 

• other owners – 0.4 million ha 
 

Public agricultural land taken by the ANR and transferred into the 

Agricultural Property Stock of the State Treasury (APS)  
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The property of liquidated state-owned farms and other agricultural real estate which belonged to the State Treasury, were taken by the ANR and transferred into the Agricultural Property Stock (APS). Until the end of 2012 the ANR took 4.7 million ha of public agricultural land originated mainly from:former state farms– 3.7 million ha,State Land Fund (SLF) – 0.6 million ha,other owners – 0.4 million ha.



Regional location of 4.7 million ha of land 
transferred into the Agricultural Stock (in 

thousand ha) 
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4.7 million ha of state-owned land were not spread evenly throughout the country. The majority of land was located in the northern and western parts of Poland – the warmińsko-mazurskie, pomorskie, zachodniopomorskie, wielkopolskie, lubuskie and dolnośląskie



Transformation of land ownership in the years 
of 1992 and 2012 
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1992 
1.66 thousand state farms 3.7 million ha  
cooperative and others  1 million ha 
 

2012 
1.66 thousand state farms of 3.7 million ha was transformed through: 
 selling of land  
 2.34 million ha through 266 thousand sale contracts 

and  
 leasing of land 
 69 thousand contracts for leasing 1.32 million ha 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Within 20 years of ANR activities for transformation of land ownership 3.7 million ha of former state farms has been successfully transformed through:- selling of 2.34 million ha through 266 thousand sale contractsand leasing of 1.32 million ha through 69 thousand lease contracts



 2.34 million ha sold through 266 thousand contracts 
 
 

 

Results of agricultural property privatisation – land sold -  data of 31 

December 2012 
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From the beginning of its activity until the end of 2012 the ANR has sold 2.34 million ha and signed 266 thousand sale contracts. The analysis of 2.34 ha sold within 3 area groups shows that:– in the two first groups (from the smallest area to 100 ha) 263 thousand sale contracts has significant influence on enlarging the areas of individual farms by almost 1.5 million ha and remaining 842 thousand ha created about 3 thousand new farm holdings. To achieve such a result the ANR organized in total 790 thousand tenders for selling land (in recent years - 100 thousand tenders yearly)



 In 2012 average price for 1 ha was 19 288 PLN (4 650 euro) 

Prices of agricultural land on the public market -  data of 31 December 2012 
www.anr.gov.pl 
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The prices of agricultural land on the public market has been continuously growing and reached 19 288 PLN (4650 euro) in 2012. Rapid growth can be observed after 2004, i.e. after Poland’s accession to the European Union



 1.32 million ha in lease through 69 thousand contracts 

Results of agricultural property privatisation – 
land leased -  data of 31 December 2012 
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In the early years of the ANR activities, 1992 – 1995, lease of land was the main form of land distribution due to lack of regulations in the land’s legal status and insufficient financial capital for investing. From 1996 on, the ANR has focused on selling land and leased noticeably less. At present 1.32 million ha is in active leaseholds. The largest number of contracts are concluded for leasing small areas – up to 100 ha. Larger parcels – 100 ha and more are leased through 2.3 thousand contracts 



 Average rent for 1 ha - 8.7 dt of wheat (1 dt of wheat = 90 PLN) 

Leasehold rent of agricultural land on the public 
market -  data of 31 December 2012 
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In 2012 the average lease rent for agricultural land was equivalent to 8.7 dt of wheat per 1 ha – in a monetary equivalent this is about 780 PLN per 1 ha (provided that 1 dt of wheat is 90 PLN). Until 2006 leasehold rents were stable and rather low but after Poland’s accession to the European Union they increased rapidly.
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Distribution of the APS land – general overview 
-  data of 31 December 2012 
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Summing up  - 2.34 million ha of land sold and 1.32 land leased were discussed. The ANR keeps the privatisation process ongoing through:selling 321 thousand ha to be distributed and excluding parts of land from leaseholds and selling them to tenants or farmers exceeding their farms
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