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NATURAL CONDITIONS Ty FARM STRUCTURE

The optimum farm size is

Moldova's climate is moderately continental: the summers are warm 'E el difficult to define because Distt:ibu.tion of agricultural holdings E;s;;i:::tci;nzzfltlhetotanareaofagncuuturauhoudings
and long, with temperatures averaging about 20 °C (68 °F), and the |- Qoo opinions about the farmers’ bvffstr'cts . '

winters are relatively mild and dry, with January temperatures averag- | =~ _ N Ebjective function differ anFI s o -

ing-4 °C (25 °F). Annual rainfall, which ranges from around 600 mm | TeMPERaTURE | : ecause the same determi- = SEBER Edine sonith

Donduseni Donduseni
2 nants can affect farm size in riscars Rl Riscani > gy
24 in) in the north to 400 mm (16 in) in the south, can vary greatly; [rommeveive vorser . . _ AL Soldanesti " Soldanesti
( ) ( ) ’ Y8 Y - ; different ways across different Glodeni . 33 c2 10 Z Glodeni s, 38l
long dry spells are not unusual.
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Soil Classification

About 75 percent of Moldova is covered by a soil type called black o

earth or chernozem. In the northern hills, more clay textured soils are . @ compared only for countries | Causeni W
) . ) . . : (-} 58 ‘:\ Rt -f'?_;.; . o . . : ova bﬁ@:f : Stefan Voda \Y > Stefan Voda
found; in the south, red-earth soil is predominant. The soil becomes W S i with similar natural condi .

. . t] ons. Legend Cantemir | Lege nd Cantemir
less fertile toward the south but can still support grape and sunflower v . . . e o
. . . . . . LEGEND 1, o e S ;" % o o i . ‘;
production. The hills have woodland soils, while a small portion in Bosw Sy, The average farm size is 20.000 - 30.000 ‘ 50.000 - 75.000 ha

o) Cahul Taraclia Taraclia
Chernozem clay illuviated, , L N 1 _ = 75.000 - 100.000 ha
A S | 2.49 ha. [ 30.000 - 40.000 .

southern Moldova is in the steppe zone, although most steppe areas to- podsolic and ypical chemozem  SHEEEEIINEEE B <0.000 — d B 100000 ha = —

Brown and gray soils

day are cultivated. The lower reaches of the Prut and Dniester rivers S ran el | The average size of small agri- YL Not covered 44/, not covered Ewahu'

carbonate chernozem

and the southern river valleys are saline marshes. M Levigoted and typical chernozems | pE cultural unit is 0.06 ha.

Typical chernozems steppe with
low humus

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moldova#Climate Limits Source: National Bureau of Statistics, www.statistica.md

CROP PRODUCTION ANIMAL PRODUCTION

Sown areas, production and average yield by Agricultural crops, Categories of producers, Indicators and Years
A == = e = = All EEItEl_IllJIrI-riE-S Production of animal products by Main animal products, Categories of producers and Years Distribution of number of pigs by districts 2011

Production, thousand tonnes All categories Ocnita

2009 2010 2008 2009 2010 2011 Sl Donduseni

Sale of cattle and poultry for slaughter (in live weight) 108.2) 124.5 150.00 159.0 Edinet Sod //,//

.cattle 17.6 184 169 16.1 Riscan DO 7,
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE ACCESS TO NUTRIENTS

The bulk of national market of fertilizers is made of imports. 338 companies were licensed to
In 2011, Moldova“s foreign trade balance with food products, animals, beverages and tobacco import and trade fertilizers as of November 2012. Regionally, Moldovan agriculture incorporated
was positive, with an excess worth 14.2 mil. USD. Fruits and vegetables were the most valuable category of the least of fertilizers, way less than some European countries such as Germany, Italy. The

exported food products in 2011, and the destination of these exports, with small exceptions, was rather situation is explained by the lack of finance to purchase such operating inputs. According to FAO data, fertil-
Commonwealth of Independent States markets (Russian Federation, Ukraine and Belarus) and Romania. izer consumption on arable land and land under permanent crops in 2010 was 10 kg of nutrients/ ha. Accord-

ing to the agricultural land, the nutrients used have an increased number in comparison to the year 2002

Top in Top in

Export Import Balance PR [OF 0 (table).

2.5
-11.9
-22.5

Pd

%]
M ee
o)
4 L
. ~
1 IS
h
o

Live animals

Meat and meat products

Diary and eggs

Fish, crustaceans and molluscs

Cereals and cereal derived products 86.1

Fruits and vegetables 280.7

Sugar, sugar and honey derived products

Coffee, tea, cacao, spices and their substitutes 3

Livestock feed 17.5

Diverse food products and derivates 2.6

Beverages 180.9

obacco 28.7
TOTAL -t

Nitrogen nutrients  Phosphate nutrients  Potash nutrients 9" icult Evolution of fertilizer consumption on arable land and

33.5 ure land land under permanent crops (kg nutrients/ha)

33.3

12

Ukraine 33129 | 197909 |497,4 ] 42436 | 167322 | 2943
Russian Federation
Romania 72996 | 123331 | 69,0
Poland 831700 | 1294223 | 55,6 | 302600 | 388382 | 28,3 | 377400 | 462157 | 22,5
Lithuania | 67412 | 54481 |-19,2 2689
Latvia

Italy
Germany | 1787833 | 1786485 | -0,1 |
France
Estonia 16700 | 28628 | 71,4 | 4015 | 6117 | 524 | 6292 | 9366 | 48,9 EDIEM EDID?
Czech Republic 191778 | 255423 | 33,2 | 41409 | 46116 | 11,4 | 30555 | 55756 | 82,5

Austria 170974 | 86153 |-49.6 0 77513 | 23614 | -69,5 0 75636 | 38188 | -49,5 Year

Source: FAO
Source: FAD
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72
133
-64.2
+14.2

Source: http://www.rusia.mfa.md/img/docs/organic-agric-md-perspectives.pdf
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