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NATURAL CONDITIONS  

 

Moldova's climate is moderately continental: the summers are warm 

and long, with temperatures averaging about 20 °C (68 °F), and the 

winters are relatively mild and dry, with January temperatures averag-

ing−4 °C (25 °F). Annual rainfall, which ranges from around 600 mm 

(24 in) in the north to 400 mm (16 in) in the south, can vary greatly; 

long dry spells are not unusual.   

 

 

About 75 percent of Moldova is covered by a soil type called black 

earth or chernozem. In the northern hills, more clay textured soils are 

found; in the south, red-earth soil is predominant. The soil becomes 

less fertile toward the south but can still support grape and sunflower 

production. The hills have woodland soils, while a small portion in 

southern Moldova is in the steppe zone, although most steppe areas to-

day are cultivated. The lower reaches of the Prut and Dniester rivers 

and the southern river valleys are saline marshes.  

 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
 

 In 2011, Moldova‟s foreign trade balance with food products, animals, beverages and tobacco  

was positive, with an excess worth 14.2 mil. USD. Fruits and vegetables were the most valuable category of 

exported food products in 2011, and the destination of these exports, with small exceptions, was rather 

Commonwealth of Independent States markets (Russian Federation, Ukraine and Belarus) and Romania.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Country — 33,846 km2 

Population — 3,559,500  

 In urban areas — 41% 

 In rural areas — 59% 
 

Agricultural land area —2243540,02 ha 

Arable land — 73% 

Permanent grassland — 14% 
 

Employed in agriculture — 323020 

Share of agriculture in GDP  — 15% 

FARM STRUCTURE  
       

 ANIMAL PRODUCTION   
 

 

 

 

ACCESS TO NUTRIENTS 
   The bulk of national market of fertilizers is made of imports. 338 companies were licensed to  

import and trade fertilizers as of November 2012. Regionally, Moldovan agriculture incorporated  

the least of fertilizers, way less than some European countries such as Germany, Italy. The  

situation is explained by the lack of finance to purchase such operating inputs. According to FAO data, fertil-

izer consumption on arable land and land under permanent crops in 2010 was 10 kg of nutrients/ ha. Accord-

ing to the  agricultural land, the nutrients used have an increased number in comparison to the year 2002 

(table). 

                                                                                                                           

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics, www.statistica.md 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics, www.statistica.md 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics, www.statistica.md 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moldova#Climate  

 The optimum farm size is 

difficult to define because 

opinions about the farmers’ 

objective function differ and 

because the same determi-

nants can affect farm size in 

different ways across different 

farms or countries.  

 In the absence of a univer-

sal optimum, average farm 

sizes can be meaningfully 

compared only for countries 

with similar natural condi-

tions. 

 The average farm size is 

2.49 ha. 

The average size of small agri-

cultural unit is 0.06 ha. 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics, www.statistica.md 
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Source: http://www.rusia.mfa.md/img/docs/organic-agric-md-perspectives.pdf 

Source: FAO 
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